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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

Thames Water Sewage Connections
All residents who had lateral connections laid 
to property boundaries received packs from 
Thames Water explaining the process for 
final connection.

An application needs to be sent to Thames 
Water asking for permission to connect to the 
sewer. The cost for this is about £375. 

The resident will then get a letter from 
Thames Water confirming that a connection 
can be made.

In parallel with this, building regulations 
application forms need to be sent to SODC 
with the appropriate fee for inspections, etc, 
as is normal with any building works.

Anyone who has connected but not applied to 
Thames for permission to make a connection 
should be encouraged to retrospectively 
complete a form and get the letter of 
confirmation/agreement from Thames.

New co-opted Parish Councillor
Due to a resignation from the council we still 
have a vacant seat. Anyone who feels they 
could contribute to the village please contact 
either Sam Hawkins on 872328 or Pete 
Gibbons on 351466 or any councillor. 
Closing date will be 31 January 2010.

Next Police Surgeries 
Our next surgeries in Beckley will be done by 
PCSO Chris Ratcliff 7.30-8.30pm on 
Thursday 10 December 2009 and 7.30-8.0pm 
on Thursday 11 February 2010.

Notice Board
We would like to thank Mrs Tasker of The 
Grey house, High Street for her generous 
donation of a new general Notice Board in the 
High Street.

Bonfire Night 7 November
Bonfire Night was a great night for all.  The 
BBQ and Drinks did very well and we had 
500 people turn up for the night.  Thank you 
to everyone for coming.  Proceeds go to the 
2010 bonfire night and we hope to see you all 
there next year.

Pete Gibbons Parish Council Chairman
Sam Hawkins Parish Council Clerk

POPPY APPEAL 2009
I am delighted to report that the result of our 
collection this year is a grand total of 
£740.44. This is an increase of £170.70 over 
last year which I am sure is due to the 
increased interest in the Afghan war and 
tragic loss of so many of our troops. The 
money will be well spent to help those in 
need.

Thank you all so much for being so generous 
and a particularly big THANK YOU to all my 
collectors who have surpassed themselves this 
year and also had to contend with some pretty 
foul weather.

As always I am in desperate need of more 
collectors and if anyone feels they might be 
able to help in the future please do let me 
know, I would be so grateful.

Liz Reis 351259
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We need a new 
Village Hall

Our village hall is an important place, it is 
used for lots of things by lots of people and is 
a focus for life in the village.  But sadly it is 
elderly. Despite major repairs ten years ago 
and again two years ago, and everyone’s best 
efforts to maintain it, it now has a very 
limited life.  

We need to build a new village hall.  So the 
Village Hall Committee is setting up a group 
to start looking at all the possibilities, and we 
would like you to be involved. What sort of 
hall?  Eco friendly? What facilities does the 
village want? What size?  Sustainability?  
Design?  What else could we use it for? How 
to raise the money? What funding is 
available?  

We want as many people in the village as 
possible to be involved in this project.  The 
“new village hall group” will meet early in 
the new year.  Maybe you have seen an 
interesting village hall somewhere, or have 
expertise, ideas, or experience of fund raising.  

If you would like to be involved in any way,
or to find out more, please contact
Kate Carruthers, tel. 01865 358711
K8@carru.demon.co.uk

BECKLEY VILLAGE HALL
COMMITTEE  

Marion Weinstein  Chairman and Joint 
Clerk of Works 351251

Clair Marsh  Vice Chair  351134
Pat Moss  Secretary  358849
Gillian Westbury Treasurer  351659
John Baker Booking Secretary 351514
Peter Carter  150 club Secretary  351352
Kate  Carruthers  Joint Clerk of Works  
Mary Ashdown  358352               358711
Sue Cox  351415
Pru Dickson  358237
Susan Roberts  351898

(Many thanks to John Baker for his interim 
chairmanship!)

FUTURE VILLAGE HALL EVENTS

Winter Warmer Supper 
Saturday, 6 March

'Call My Bluff' Wine Tasting evening
Friday, 23 April

Millenium + 10 celebrations:
Saturday, 10 July  

Watch this space for further details in 2010.

Clare Marsh
Moorleys, Woodperry Road, 
Beckley, Oxford OX3 9UY

tel. 01865 351134
clare@moorleys.wanadoo.co.uk
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OTMOOR RIDING GROUP

Otmoor Riding Group install new gates to 
improve access to Otmoor with support from 
the Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment and 
Oxfordshire County Council.

Otmoor Riding Group is a British Horse 
Society-affiliated bridleways group and as 
such our main aim is to help improve access 
to local bridleways so that they can be 
enjoyed by walkers, cyclists and horseriders 
alike. Everyone was thus understandably 
excited when we learnt we had won funding 
for a local access project from Oxfordshire 
County Council (OCC) and the Trust for 
Oxfordshire’s Environment (TOE) through 
the Landfill Communities Fund, with 
sponsorship coming from Viridor Credits.

The existing small gates at the very top and 
bottom of the Otmoor bridleway running 
from area known as ‘the hundred acre field’ 
southwards towards the Beckley rifle range 
(bridleway no. 14) were narrow and rusty, 
and were becoming particularly difficult to 
negotiate on horseback.

With the kind agreement of the MOD, the 
vital funding from TOE and OCC has allowed 
us to purchase and fit two brand new special 
bridleway gates in place of the old 
substandard gates; these have now been 
installed ready for use. 

These new gates are much safer and easier to 
use as they are proper bridleway-width gates, 
and not only have a catch at normal height for 
walkers and cyclists, but also have a long 
handle that can be reached by horseriders and 
is lifted to allow easy opening of the gate. 

This project has much improved the access to 
this key Otmoor bridleway, and we hope this 
will encourage more people to enjoy a walk 
or ride in the fantastic local countryside.

Otmoor Riding Group  358363
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BECKLEY-ST LOUANS TWINNING   

The harvest/autumn supper, held this year on 
10 October, marked the first occasion on 
which the village was able to welcome 
guests from St Louans under the twinning 
arrangements reported in the last edition of 
the newsletter.   Richard Packer, whose 
initiative provided the impetus for twinning 
our two villages, accompanied by Jean-
Claude Beauvilain and Christophe Cerceira, 
arrived with a methuselah of Chinon wine 
that most of those attending the supper will 
have sampled.  The Cabernet Franc grapes 
that were brought to decorate the tables 
reminded us also of what drives the local 
economy around the village of St Louans.  
Theirs was a gesture that we shall have 
difficulty in matching when we make a 
return visit!

Although the supper was a good opportunity 
for the ‘Loupenciens’ to meet a large slice of 
the Beckley population their short visit 
included much more.  An informal welcome 
on their arrival allowed them to meet their 
hosts and others including representatives 
from the Parish and District Councils.  On 
the first day, before the supper in the village 
hall, they walked the village, lunched in the 
Abingdon Arms and surprisingly lost a game 
of boules to the Beckley team! 

On the second day, guests and their hosts 
came together for ‘brunch’ and supper and a 
guided tour of Oxford was arranged.  On this 
final evening, the visitors were presented 
with a painting, featuring a view of the 
village, generously donated by Beckley artist 
Tim King.  The president of the St Louans 
village association tells us that the painting 
now hangs in the fine heritage building 
housing their village hall.  They hope that as 
many as possible of us will find our way 
there when a return visit can be arranged.

Discussions continue to identify 
opportunities for exchanges in the future and 
the twinning group would be pleased to hear 
from anyone who may be able to contribute 
to the planning or from those keen to 
participate in events organised in St Louans 
and in hosting return visits to Beckley.  A 
firm date is 5 June 2010, when a group 
from Beckley is invited to attend the St 
Louans summer feast.  

Mary Ashdown 358971
Peter Dickson 358237
Susan Roberts 351898    
















