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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

Mains Drainage

As you will all know by now the Mains Drainage
is well under way. There have been a few
problems for residents, namely damage to grass
verges, etc. McNicholas the main contractor
assures me that all damaged verges will be
reinstated. For anyone who has problems or
gueries with any aspect of the works, please
contact Richard Maggs Project Managers
Representative Telephone 07747642378 or
e-mail richardmaggs@thameswater.co.uk

Stanton St John Post Office

For anyone who doesn’t know, Stanton St John is
about to lose its Post Office. This facility is used
not only by Stanton St John, but also Beckley,
Forest Hill and Horton cum Studley. After a brief
meeting with all Parish Council Chairmen, we
have decided to protest and try to save it. Your
help is invaluable, so if you feel it would be a loss
to the community, please write to the Post Office.
A sample letter is on page 2.

Playing Field Perimeter Hedge
We are at present having the perimeter hedge to
the field ‘laid’. It is being carried out entirely
voluntarily by local villagers led by Peter Ross
ably assisted by Bob Bixby and Rob Bonny.
They are doing a first-class job and we thank
them for their efforts.
Chairman Pete Gibbons
Beckley Stowood Parish Council 351466

BUS SERVICE

During the work on mains drainage, the bus stops
have been moved from the Village Hall and the
Abingdon Arms to the corner of Common Road
and New Inn Road. Times remain the same as
those published in the Summer 2007 newsletter.

Residents aged 60 and over and disabled people
are eligible for national bus passes that will give
them free off-peak bus travel on local bus services
anywhere in England. Call 01491 823 413 or e-
mail www.southoxon.gov.uk/bus pass for further
details

LETTER FROM PARISH COUNCIL
CHAIRMEN

SAMPLE LETTER TO POST OFFICE
Attn: Mark Partington

Network Development Manager

Post Office Ltd.

c/oNational Consultation Team

FREEPOST CONSULTATION TEAM

Date:
Dear Mr Partington:

I wish to protest strongly over the proposed
closure of the Stanton St. John Post Office.
Closure would represent a loss of amenity to this
and countless other villages and their residents. |
also feel that the safety implications to our young
and elderly residents have been over looked if
Stanton St John loses its much used and needed
Post Office, not to mention the great deal of
inconvenience and disruption to our daily lives,
especially those who don’t have cars or frequent
bus service.

Yours faithfully,

Name and Address

BECKLEY & STOWOOD PARISH
COUNCIL WEBSITE

The Parish website at www.beckley-and-
stowood.gov.uk has been revamped and brought
up to date by Gary Chalmers with assistance from
Parish Clerk Sam Hawkins. The site is full of
information useful to visitors, newcomers and
residents alike. There are still some areas that
need updating, particularly clubs and societies in
the village. If you run a club in the village or have
been wrongly designated as a contact for any of
the activities on the website, please email
gary.r.chalmers@btinternet.com. Gary is also
keen to get any feedback on any information that
could be added. For queries or contributions
contact Gary Chalmers 01865 358897 or Sam
Hawkins 07979278985 or 01872328.

OPEN AFTERNOON SUNDAY JUNE 15



Plans are underway for another Open Afternoon
on Sunday June 15. As well as open gardens, and
an art exhibition in the church, we hope to have
the usual stalls — plants, cakes, bottles, books,
bric-a-brac, etc., and teas and ice creams. If you
would like more details, to help in any way, or to
have your garden on view, please contact Gina
Robson 351637, Michael Worthington 351270,
Tim King 351553, or John Baker 351514

FREE TO THOSE OVER 70

Anyone aged 70 or over can now take advantage
of 100% Grant Funded Home Insulation. The
offer, which became available earlier this year, is
made irrespective of income and savings, or
whether they are in receipt of government
benefits. The only requirement is proof of age
and name and address according to a letter
received from Gordon Glass, Marketing Co-
ordinator for Milton Keynes Energy Agency of
the National Energy Centre.

Quoting from the letter, "for most households,
insulating has never made better financial sense.
Following autumn’s record oil prices and surging
wholesale gas and electricity prices, insulation
could be our last best defense against rising
energy bills in 2008. All homeowners and
private tenants qualify for discounted loft and
cavity wall insulation. Fully insulating your home
could easily reduce your fuel bills by £100 a year.
The payback time is typically short and the long
term financial and environmental benefits are
high.”

For more information, contact the Energy
Efficiency Advice Centre on 0800 512 012.

* The 30% surge in wholesale gas and electricity
prices in Oct 07 prompted experts to predict a
10% rise for consumers in 2008.

Gordon Glass, Marketing Co-ordinator
Milton Keynes Energy Agency Centre,, Davy
Avenue, Knowlhill, Milton Keynes, MK5 8NG.
01908 699927  www.mkea.org.uk

DOG OWNERS

Would all dog owners please remember to pick up
dog mess on the school playing field and in front
gardens. This is a health, as well as a quality of
life issue and to be taken seriously by all
concerned.

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
We continue to have interesting and entertaining
programmes open to all women in Beckley or the

surrounding communities. February’s open
programme on Walking the Thames from Oxford
to the Barrier was enjoyed by members and
guests. Forthcoming programs include our AGM
in March plus a visit by Gary Chalmers on
computers, an Evening on William Morris with
Andy Gunn of Thame in April, Resolutions and a
Quiz in May, and a garden party at Otmoor
Cottage in June. Meetings are the first Tuesday of
the month and begin at 7.15. Marion Weinstein
351251 Brenda Lambourn 351793.

BECKLEY VILLAGE HALL

Villagers will be aware that last year the
committee was obliged to undertake major repairs
to our village hall which cost in excess of £5,000.
This has made the hall safe for a few years but a
number of you will be aware that it was built in
1981 out of reclaimed materials, mostly timber,
which has a limited lifespan.

With this in mind the committee have spent some
time considering our options. We have decided
that we have to look to the future and to make
plans for the replacement of our hall. A group of
us are organising visits to other new village halls
in the county in order we can draw upon their
experiences.

It is our intention to draw up some draft proposals
which we will place before all villagers at an open
meeting when everyone will have an opportunity
to share their thoughts.

At present we do not have a budget as this will
depend on the size of the proposed new hall, the
type of materials and the quality. Our Parish
Council have set aside a substantial contribution
from the sale of Constable’s Piece and the school
have indicated that they would wish to be part of
the fund raising group. In due course we shall be
looking for more villagers to join the fund-raising
and if there is anyone out there with experience of
raising funds please let me know. Colin Day
351581

BECKLEY BELLS
Sadly, due to family commitments the Beckley
Bells will need a new Musical Director.

This group of ladies has been bell ringing for
about 3 years, when the group was set up from
scratch.

At present we meet on Tuesday afternoons and
would appreciate hearing from anyone who would
like to lead us.



If you are interested, would you please contact
John Caldicott on the following telephone
number: 01235 770420

Barbara Rose 351376

BECKLEY BOOK CLUB
At our last meeting we decided on two books for
the next meeting: The Thirteenth Tale, by Diane
Setterfield, and Resistance, by Owen Sheers. I've
checked and find that both are available in
paperback for under £5 each from Amazon. These
will be discussed at our next meeting-- Friday 28
March 8 pm at Rhulen, High Street.

Donna Dickenson 351223
ABINGDON ARMS
There will be a St Patricks day celebration with
music and special menu on Monday 17 March. It
should be fun! Please book tables in advance

We have a young Thai lady called Boo who has
joined our kitchen team so look out for some
interesting specials! We will be starting Sunday
evening food again Easter Sunday and plan to
have a regular barbecue on Sunday nights in the
summer (weather permitting).

Tuesday jazz has been cancelled for a few months
and it will be coming back in the summer.

Fish and chips to take away are available from
6.30-8.30 every night except Sundays @ £5.50.
Michelle Wass 351311

THE BECKLEY EASTER PLAY 2008
Following its success in recent years, we are once
again staging the Beckley Easter Play. It will be
on Easter Eve, Saturday 22 March 2008,
starting at 4.30pm. Everyone is invited to take
part or watch. We need a volunteer to play Jesus
—and you do not have to be 33 with a beard!

As usual the action will be at various points
around the village. It will be a very simple format
and should not last longer than 1 hour. Everyone
who takes part will have a copy of the script and
we will be in modern dress. Just turn up at the
church, where the play begins and ends.

Please come, whatever your religious persuasion,
denomination, age, etc. and do bring your friends.
Those of us who have taken part in the play in
past years have found it a wonderful, moving way
of marking the most important festival of the
Christian year. If you can help in any way, either
by taking a part or by offering practical assistance
please let Tim King 351553 or Michael
Worthington 351270.

SOS

We are short of helpers to clean the Church, or
provide and arrange flowers. It is not necessary to
commit yourself to a rigid rota, but ANY help
would be very much appreciated. Please contact
Gina 351637 or Dorrie 351313 for details.

EDITOR’S NOTE
Once again | would like to thank everyone who
contributed in so many different ways to the
publishing and distribution of this newsletter,
published four times a yea. Next deadline is 20
May with distribution 1 June.
Ann Henman, Editor 351 492
annhenman@onetel.com
BECKLEY CHURCH FABRIC
PROJECT
We are tremendously pleased at the
wonderful response we have had from
Beckley villagers and others to the church
fabric appeal. To raise such a substantial sum
in so short a time is a fantastic achievement.
Thanks to the fundraising efforts of the
Friends of Beckley Church, the Oxfordshire
Historic Churches Trust, the Historic
Churches Preservation Trust, the Parish
Council, and a number of anonymous donors,
we are now ready to proceed with the first
stage of the renovation work, which involves
the repointing of the external walls. It is
hoped that work will commence during 2008.
Michael Worthingto 351 270

SAFARI SUPPER

Friday 1 February was a cold, starlit night and
there were an unusual number of itinerant
Beckley inhabitants tramping from house to
house during the evening. Thirty people
started off at Marion and Bill Weinstein's
house for drinks and there they were given
the venues for their first course and then the
dessert course. Conversation flowed and
guests, hosts and hostesses seemed to enjoy
themselves. The evening culminated at
Vivian and Stewart Rust's house in Otmoor
Lane for coffee in front of their roaring fire.

The event was designed to celebrate the end
of the first phase of the Fabric Project and to
thank Beckley as a whole for their generosity
in responding to the appeal. Coincidentally it
also raised over £300. As organizer, | should
also like to thank the hosts and hostesses who
gave the guests such a good time. The
evening was such a success that it may
become an annual event. Watch this space.



Mary Worthington 351 270

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
We would like to thank everyone who prepared
Shoe Boxes last November for the above. One
lorry load of 15,000 boxes was sent to
Belarus and half a lorry load to Bosnia, from the
Oxford/Bucks area depot.

(continued next column)

CHURCH ORGAN RESTORATION
APPEAL

The restoration work on the organ has been
commissioned for spring 2009. We are still a
few thousands short of the actual cost after
taking inflation into account. To help make
up the shortfall, a raffle is being organized to
be drawn on the evening of the Open Day,
Sunday, 15 June in the Abingdon Arms. First
prize: dinner for two at Le Manoir (with
champagne); second prize: lunch for two at
Le Manoir (with champagne); third prize:
dinner for two at the Abingdon Arms.
Tickets £2 each from Mary Worthington.

PLEASE SUPPORT THIS SEASON'S
CONCERTS AT THE CHURCH:
Saturday 26 April 7.30

The Banks Quartet

Miranda Wilson, David Roth, Stephen
Terepin and Rickman Godlee

Mozart Quartet in B flat K 589

Thank you to everybody who supported the pre-
school at our Winter Warmer event back in
November. It was a fantastic night, enjoyed by all
I have spoken to. Thank you to all involved in the
evening- to those selling raffle tickets, getting
raffle prizes, decorating the hall, organising the
food, running the bar, buying raffle tickets,
clearing up and coming along on the night (and |
am sure there are some jobs | have forgotten) —
thank you all! | am pleased to say that profit
stands at an amazing £1315.93. Well done and
thank you again to everyone who supported the
event.

Wheatley Park Soul Band played for us at the
Winter Warmer. Everybody | have spoken to has
said how well they did. We passed a pint pot
around for donations for the band, and we were
able to present them with over £180 towards new
equipment.

Beethoven Razumovsky Quartet, Op. 59 no. 2
Frank Bridge Three Idylls

Saturday 17 May 7.30

Chris Britton and Rey Lear

A programme of light classical, folk and
popular music for flute and guitar

Sunday 1 June 6 Catherine Mackintosh
and Geoffrey Govier

Sonatas for violin and fortepiano by Mozart,
Beethoven and Schubert

Friday 10 October 7.30

The Oxford Male Voice Choir

A programme of traditional Welsh and
English songs

Further information and tickets from
Mary Worthington 351270

CHRISTMAS CHILD (cont. from column 1)
Many of these children live in poverty, have been
orphaned or abandoned, or are sick with AIDS or
other life threatening diseases. Most have never
received a Christmas Gift. A big thankyou to
Marion Weinstein who received the boxes and
organised for them to be collected.

Erica & lan Cave 351226

JAN WELLER PRE-SCHOOL

We held a pub quiz and chilli evening on
Thursday 28 February at the Abingdon Arms.

We are holding a family bingo evening on Friday
28™ March at Horton-cum-Studley Millennium
Hall. Doors will open at 6pm, with eyes down at
6.30pm. We are hoping to apply for a bar licence.
Again, we hope you can come and support us.

Jan Weller Pre-School offers care and education
for children from 2% to 4. Children have the
opportunity to learn through play in a safe and
stimulating environment. We are registered with
Ofsted and the Charities Commission. We can
offer government funded places for 3 to 4 year
olds. Sessions (Term time only): Monday — Friday
9.15 - 12 (£8.25 per session); Lunch clubs:
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 12.00 — 1.00 (£2.50
per lunch club). Please ring Hazel Christian to
arrange a visit on 01865 358076.

Tim Kyte, Chairman



RECIPE FOR SPRING
KIPPER KEDGEREE
(A good way to boost your Omega 2 intake)

Ingredients for 2/3 servings:
One Boil in Bag Kipper
3 0zs. quick-boil rice
1 cookiing apple
1 large onion
1 or 2 tsps curry powder(to taste)
2 0z. sultanas or mixed dried fruit
1 oxo or vegetarian stock cube
1 tsp mixed herbs
1 tablespoon cooking oil

BECKLEY YOUTH

Wheatley Park School has started building the
new English and media block. Good progress is
being made, and the building could possibly be
finished before September.

At Beckley School the two new classrooms are
starting to take shape, and some roof timbers are
in place.

The performance of South Pacific given by pupils
from Wheatley Park School was fabulous. The
pupils ranged in age from 11 to 17, and were all
extremely talented. The singing was very good
too.

BOOK FAIR AT BECKLEY SCHOOL
This ran from 12 to 15 February, with a wide
range of books for all ages, e.g. the Tweenies
books to Harry Potter.

Recommended Reading: Private Peaceful by
Michael Morpurgo. It is a sad love story, with
many interesting facts.

Harriet and Charlotte Quainton

TEARCRAFT & TRAIDCRAFT SALE
17 NOVEMBER RESULTS

The total money raised was just over £900 which
all goes direct to the producers in the developing
world. Also donations for refreshments totalled
£50 which, similar to last year, was given to Kate
Lea's Africa Projects Charity, The Arap Moi
Children's Home in Nakuru, Kenya.

A big thankyou to you to all who made the
morning such a success.

This year's sale has been set for Saturday 15th
November 2008.
lan & Erica Cave 351226

RECIPE(continued from first column)
Method:

Cook the rice in a sauce pan with 1 pint salted
water until soft, adding water as necessary. Cook
the Boil in Bag Kipper as instructions in a shallow
pan (with a fitted lid for further use). Peel and
slice the apple and onion. When the rice and
Kipper are ready, mix them in the pan with all the
other ingredients and cook gently for about 15 to
20 minutes stirring and adding water as necessary.
It is better if the lid is used to prevent loss of
moisture. When cooked serve with suitable
vegetables. Frank Ratford 351271

A WOMAN FOR ALL SEASONS

There she goes - rain or shine. Up hill and down
dale. Walking. Walking. Except when she is
taking her turn to clean the church, shaking the tin
at various stores and rest stops for the County
Alzheimer’s Committee, serving tea and cake at
the John Ratcliffe each Wednesday morning as a
member of Friends of the JR, delivering the
Beckley newsletter, hosting her grandchildren, or
running Garage, Car Boot Sales, and Coffee
Mornings to raise funds for her forthcoming trip
to the Inca Trail.

Dorrie Gething, 20 year resident of Beckley,
native of County Wexford, Ireland, a force to be
reckoned with and a blessing to know. Dorrie and
her husband Doug were children together in
County Wexford, married, began a family, and
moved to Oxford in 1960 for Doug to work as a
mechanic, first at the car factory, and then for
himself. In 1975 they came to Beckley, where
Dorrie’s three children attended Beckley School
and Dorrie was wife, mother, school, church, and
community volunteer.

Five years ago Doug was diagnosed with
Alzheimer’s and for the next few years Dorrie
became his principal care-giver. In 2005 Doug
passed away and Dorrie entered what she labeled
her ‘gap’ year.... travelling alone or with friends
to places all over the world.

Dorrie continued her involvement with the local
community and eventually developed the dream
of participating in the Alzheimer’s Society’s Trek
to Peru and the Inca Trail to raise funds and
public awareness of the need for support and
research for people with Alzheimer’s and their
carers In order to participate, Dorrie has opted to
pay her own way and turn everything she raises in
sponsorships over to the Society.

Dorrie is scheduled for the Trek in the spring, but
her training plan began months ago. ‘Even if you
walk regularly’, says the Trek Training Guide,



‘and have a good level of fitness, you will still
need to train for this type of long-distance
walking.” Companions on her training walks have
included her dog Rollo, the Wellers, the Radio
Oxford group, and a group from Wheatley.

The trek will involve 31 people walking five 8-10
hour days along the Inca Trail with ‘lots of steps’
and altitudes up to 3700m. Local guides will carry
their sleeping bags, tents, and food. At a meeting
of participants in London, most seemed younger
than Dorrie — some in their 20s — but all with a
history of someone in their family having had
Alzheimer’s.

FROM THE VICAR

As well as going into Beckley school regularly,
we have started a monthly school service in
church. At Christmas the younger pupils did their
nativity play in church and the older pupils held a
carol service. We were all impressed by the way
they learnt the Bible readings by heart.

As Easter approaches we invite you to join with
us at this special time.

2" March Mothering Sunday, not just for
mothers but all who care for others. Come and
give thanks and the children will receive flowers
for those that care for them.

16™ March Palm Sunday. An opportunity to
collect your Palm and join the procession

21 March  Good Friday 2pm A
quiehour to spend reflecting on the Easter Story

22" March  Saturday. The Easter play
takes place throughout the village. Starting at
4.30pm at the church, join the crowds as we
follow the last few hours of Jesus life.

23" March Easter Sunday — There will be a
Sunrise Service starting outside the church at
6.00am. At 9.30am there will be the usual Easter
Celebration

For more information or to enquire about
baptisms, weddings, home groups etc please
contact the vicar Revd Stevie Cross 351142
Please let me know if you know anyone in
hospital or at home who would like a visit. Home
communions are held regularly and we are
delighted to include those who cannot get to
church for whatever reason.

Every blessing for the Easter Season — Stevie

A WOMAN (continued from first column)
When asked her philosophy of life, Dorrie replied
“Nobody has everything and | have never been
given to envy or jealousy. | have also always
tried to keep busy.” In addition, she feels very
lucky to have good health, her son in Cowley,

daughter and granddaughter Charlotte in
Wheatley, and daughter and a grandson and
another on the way in Botley.

Dorrie’s next fund-raiser:Bring and Buy Coffee
Morning 8 March 10am in the Village Hall.

Did You Know That Walking?

- Burns almost as many calories as jogging

- Lowers blood pressure

- Reduces levels of bad cholesterol

- Enhances stamina and energy

- Lessons anxiety and tension

- Slows down born loss from osteoporosis
BECKLEY VILLAGE HALL 150 CLUB

OCTOBER DRAW RESULTS

1st £25 John Boarder Cartref New inn
Road

2nd  £20 Mary Ashdown Penny Cottage
Church Street

3rd £15 Harriet Howard Lodge Farm Islip
Road

4th £10 Flora Smith Bark Beetles Church
Street

5th £5 Mr & Mrs McMichael

Midsummer Cottage Church Street

6th £5  Celia Crowley Northways
Woodperry Road

7th £5 Brian Greatbatch Yarnton Court
Kidlington

8th £5 Matthew Giles Rose Cottage
High Street

DECEMBER DRAW RESULTS
1st £25  Eric Brooks Vale View Sand
Path Woodperry Road
2nd  £20 Ben Tagg Brill View
Woodperry Road
3rd  £15 Mr & Mrs Webb Apple Tree
House Woodperry Road
4th  £10  Julie Ross Prospect Cottage
Church Street
5th  £5
Otmoor Lane
6th  £5 Fiona Bonney 2 Lodge Farm
Cottage Islip Road
7th  £5 Ray Bailey 22 Broadhurst
Gardens Sandford
8th  £5 Joan Johnson 2 St Tinniver
Cottage High Street

Pete Carter 351352

Mr & Mrs Roberts Leigh Bec



NOVEMBER DRAW RESULTS

1st £25 Mr & Mrs Cave Whistlers
Cottage Common Road

2nd £20 Liz Bixby Crestan Otmoor Lane
3rd £15  Anthea DeVere Alflyn Church
Street

4th £10  Simon Felix 6 Beckley Court
Woodperry Road5th £5 Malcolm Sumner
Sandy Warren New Inn Road

6th £5 Mr Mclintosh 11 Beckley Court
Woodperry Road

Tth £5 Mr & Mrs Gordon 1 Abingdon
Cottage High Street

8th £5  Peter Carter Rowan Lodge
Woodperry Road

COMMUNITY CALENDAR MARCH-MAY 2008

MARCH
4 Women’s Institute Annual Meeting 7.15pm Village Hall
5 Men of Beckley 12.30pm Abingdon Arms
8 Bring ‘n Buy Village Hall 10am
16 Palm Sunday
17 St. Patrick’s Party Abingdon Arms
21 School Holiday
22 Easter Pageant 4.30pm Beckley Church
23 Easter
24 School Holiday
28 Jan Weller Pre-School Bingo Horton cum Studley Millenium Hall 6pm
28 Book Club 8pm Rhulen

APRIL
1 Women’s Institute William Morris and The Pre-Raphaelites Village Hall 7.15
2 Men of Beckley 12.30 Abingdon Arms
7-18 School Holiday
12 Beckley Bells to Whitechapel Foundry
26 Concert Banks Quartet 7.30 Church

MAY
5 School Holiday
6 Women’s Institute Resolutions 7.15 Village Hall
7 Men of Beckley 12.30 Abingdon Arms
17 Concert Chris Britton and Rey Lear 7.30 Church
26 School Holiday

DON’T FORGET BECKLEY OPEN DAY SUNDAY 15 JUNE

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Application No:PO7/W0O676/0

Application proposal, Includes any amendments:
Erection of two storey dwelling.



8
Site Location: Redways Farm New Inn Road Beckley OX3 9SS
Outline Planning Permission is Granted

Application No: PO7/W1303

Application proposal, including any amendments:

Two storey extension.

Site Location: Bee & Church Cottage Church Street Beckley OX3 9UT
Planning Permission Granted

Application No: PO7/W1322/LB

Application proposal including any amendments

Two storey extension

Site Location: Bee & Church Cottage Church Street Beckley OX3 9UT
Listed Building Consent is GRANTED

Application No:PO7/W1129

Application Type : Other

Proposal: Replace conservatory with new. Demolish store & build carport replace

Velux windows with dormers, remove door and windowand fit patio doors and glazed screen,

replace No2 windows with purpose build timber windows.

Address: Common Farm High Street Beckley OX3 9UU

I have been informed that the application referred to the above has been withdrawn by the applicant(s). An
entry to this effect has been made in the statuory register and no further action will be taken on the
application.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (AS AMENDED)

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT:

1 Restoration and two storey side extension

2 Restoration and two storey side extension

APPLICATION REFERENCES: 1PO7/WO0517 2 PO7/WO0518/LB

PINS APPEAL REFERENCE: 1 APP/Q3115/A/07/2057685 2 APP/Q3115/E/07/2057689/NWF
AT: Alflyn Cottage Church Street Beckley Oxford OX3 9UT

This appeal follows the refusal of the council to grant planning permission and listed building.






